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As we move toward an inéreasingly transnational world the idea of globalization becomes an
important perspective through which national governmental processes and policies may be
analyzed. Although globalization has many different meanings,‘the word is useful; it tends to
evoke associations with the transcendence of national boundaries and the interdependence of
nations, _

First, the need for a global orientation is most often advocated by scholars and
practitioners who stress economic and business competitiveness as the major survival strategy in
a global economy. Executives and managers argue that it is necessary to integrate an international
perspective into the management of domestic organizations. This global orientation is necessary
for a firm to compete successfully in the world marketplace.

Another important perspective has emerged from environmentalists. They stress the
creation of a habitable and hospitable global environment. They argue that today’s envi:fonmental
issues are global in scope and that environmental degradation around the world has reached a
level that is daunting for national governments, that let alone 1nd1v1duals to address, More than
120 countries are networking in order to deal with national and subnational concerns and solve
emerging global crisis. Millions of people worldwide 'participa.lte in various environmental projects,
ranging from environmental awareness programs to sustainable development projects. The phrase
“think globally and act locally” retains a strong appeal.

Finally, the need for global interdependence is advocated by those who stress
collaboration among nations in handling regional and international issues of today and tomorrow,
such as multilateral forei.gn direct investment (FDI) rules, trade agreement, technology transfers,
the protection of intellectual property, sociocultural exchanges, global warming, the migration of
workers, and the politics of regional associations. Efforts to handle regional problems collectively
among nations include the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC), the European Union
© (BEU), and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Trade Hberalization on a global
scale is manifested in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which transformed
itself into a new World Trade Organization (WTO). These regional and international organizations
elicit the collective possibility for solving complex problems through economic and political
cooperation among nation-states. In Preparing for the Twenty-First Century, Paul Kennedy (1993)
gpeculates about massive transformations under way in international relations and illustrates
their implications for global security and for the human and economic welfare of those in
develdped and developing world regions. '
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Although the emphasis on globalization varies, virtually all political arguments are
directed to the need for active participation in the global community; global consciousness has
stimulated policymakers to take a proactive approach toward external environments in order to
create new opportunities. Those people look forward to regional and global interdependence share
a few assumptions: they believe that a global economy, borderless states, the development of
information networks, decentralization, and nonhierarchical collaboration among nation-states
provide an opportunity for promoting the interests of many countries. They also encourage the
participation of both governmental and nongovernmental organizations and both large and small

institutions.

Hi#2: Jon S. Jun and Deil 8. Wright {eds.) Globalization and Decentralization. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown
University Press. 1996. k





