Welcome Address for New Students

Graduate School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University
October 2026

Congratulations to the 30 students entering our master’s program and the 19 students entering
our doctoral program. On behalf of the faculty and staff, I warmly welcome you to the Graduate
School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University. I also extend my sincere congratulations to
your families and all those who have supported you.

Our Graduate School brings together students and researchers from around the world, working
in fields from the natural sciences to the humanities and social sciences. I encourage you to talk
with people from different fields and cultures, share your ideas, and learn from one another.

As you begin your research, I would like to share one message with you: keep thinking, even
when the answer is not clear.

In a rapidly changing world, we face challenges that existing knowledge and experience alone
cannot solve. Your research will give you opportunities to work through these challenges, try
different approaches, and learn from setbacks. Through this process, I hope you will develop the
ability to keep thinking and find a way forward, even in uncertain situations.

You are now beginning a new chapter in your life. It is natural to feel uncertain or anxious at
times. When you face difficulties, please do not hesitate to reach out to your fellow students,
faculty, or staff. We are here to support your learning and your efforts to take on new challenges.

I sincerely hope that your time at our Graduate School will help you discover your potential and
will be both rewarding and fulfilling.

Once again, congratulations, and welcome.

September 29, 2026

Masanori HARIYAMA

Dean, Graduate School of Information Sciences
Tohoku University
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