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Graduate School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University

Congratulatory Address

In April 2026, I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to the 185 students
entering the Master’s Program and the 40 students entering the Doctoral Program at the
Graduate School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University. I also wish to express my
heartfelt congratulations to your families and to all those who have supported you on this

important milestone.

Tohoku University has been advancing its initiatives as an International University of
Research Excellence. Over the past year, our research foundation has been significantly
strengthened. In particular, our Graduate School has actively recruited leading researchers
from around the world and has steadily enhanced both the international scope and the
academic depth of its research structure. As international collaborative research and
strategic hub formation continue to expand, our Graduate School is evolving into a research

and educational platform that is directly connected to the global academic community.

Since its establishment in 1993, the Graduate School of Information Sciences has developed
information sciences as an interdisciplinary field that extends beyond the natural sciences to
encompass the humanities and social sciences. Today, our research spans a broad range of
areas, including mathematical optimization, statistics and big data analytics, artificial
intelligence and natural language processing, high-performance computing, quantum
computing, cybersecurity, robotics, and communications. In addition, we cover fields in the
humanities and social sciences such as learning sciences, language, urban and transportation
systems, social structures, and political studies. With its combination of interdisciplinary
breadth and international engagement, our Graduate School can be regarded as a distinctive

presence both in Japan and globally.
Allow me to share two important messages with our new students.

First, I encourage you to cultivate the ability to view research from a broad and integrative
perspective. In today’s society, a wide range of complex challenges has become increasingly
apparent, and addressing them requires not only deep expertise in a single field but also a
cross-disciplinary and systemic approach. While pursuing excellence in your chosen

specialization, | hope you will actively explore other fields as well. Encounters with new



disciplines will broaden your perspective and provide insights that may not emerge from
within your own field alone. Such insights will serve as a driving force to further advance
your research. In a research environment that is directly connected to the world, a

perspective that transcends disciplinary boundaries is more important than ever.

Second, I encourage you to be mindful of developing strong communication skills. As our
Graduate School continues to deepen its international engagement, collaborative research
with scholars overseas has become increasingly common in the field of information sciences.
Our Graduate School hosts many international students, and opportunities for global
collaboration within laboratories are expanding. With the ongoing development of our
initiatives as an International University of Research Excellence, the number of international
students is expected to increase further. In such an environment, what is required is not only
the ability to engage in discussions in English, but also a genuine respect for diverse cultures
and values. Striving for intercultural understanding and fostering effective communication

are essential for successful international research activities.

In closing, all faculty and staff members are fully committed to supporting you so that your
student life will be fruitful and fulfilling. I sincerely hope that during your time at our
Graduate School, you will deepen your learning, devote yourself to research, and grow

steadily as scholars and professionals.

Once again, congratulations on your admission.

April, 2026
Graduate School of Information Sciences

Dean Masanori Hariyama
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