FY2025 KMMF Scholarship Rules
[I] Requirement of KMMF Scholars
KMMF scholars are those who meet all the following requirements and certified by The K. MATSUSHITA FOUNDATION (hereafter referred to as “the Foundation”) as recipients of KMMF Scholarship. 
1. Nationality
Countries or regions in Asia, Africa, or Latin America
2. Time of entry to graduate school and the duration of study
(1) Those who are expected to become an official member of a graduate school (excluding the professional graduate school) in fall 
(2) Those who are expected to complete the course within two years
3. Applicable universities
Hokkaido University, Tohoku University, University of Tsukuba, International University of Japan, The University of Tokyo, Kyoto University, Doshisha University, Ritsumeikan University, Osaka University, Nara Institute of Science and Technology, Kyushu University
4. Affiliation
- Those who do not receive salaries or remuneration from companies or organizations

- Those who do not receive continuous scholarships from other organizations
5. Goals to be pursued
KMMF scholars should pursue to achieve the following goals:

- To promote friendship and mutual understanding between their own countries and Japan
- Contribute to the realization of coexistence between people and nature. 
- To play a leading role in promoting world peace and prosperity of the world in the future
6. Language proficiency
KMMF scholars must have language skills to conduct research and study at a Japanese graduate school. 
Japanese language skill is not mandatory, but it is recommended to acquire the level sufficient to function in everyday life in Japan. (above JLPT N3)
7. Health 
Stay healthy both mentally and physically, and maintain strong motivation for study.
[II] Duration and Value of the Scholarship
	Scholarship stipend (living allowance)  : 150,000 yen per month
Entrance fee                                             : actual costs (up to 300,000 yen)
Tuition fee
　　
      　　　     　: actual costs (up to 600,000 yen per year)
Allowance for travel to and from Japan : fixed amount equivalent of economy travel
-Travel cost to Japan 
(including the case that the scholar already lives in Japan at the time of application)

-Travel cost from Japan
(including the case that the scholar continues to live in Japan after graduation)
 Scholarship Period                    : for the period of standard term of study to complete the official course (up to 2 years)


* If the scholar completes the course earlier than the standard term, the period of scholarship is shortened accordingly.
* The amount of the scholarship may be altered without advance notice.
[III] How to Receive the Scholarship
1. Opening a bank account in Japan (at the start of the scholarship period)
It is necessary to have an individual bank account in Japan in order to receive the scholarship. Please open a bank account as instructed by the person in charge at your university. After opening the account, fill out Form-1: KMMF Scholarship Remittance Request Form and submit it to the Foundation along with a copy of your bankbook/card.
2. Remittance of the scholarship
      The scholarship will be remitted into your bank account on the following dates:  
[first year]
1 October 31, 2025: Travel allowance (one way), Entrance fee, Tuition fee (fall semester), and Living allowance (Oct-Dec)

2 December 15, 2025: Living allowance (Jan-Mar)
*For students of IUJ, Tuition fee (winter term)
3 March 15, 2026: Living allowance (Apr-Jun) 
4 April 15, 2026: Tuition fee (spring semester)
5 June 15, 2026: Living allowance (July-Sep)

6 August 15, 2026: For students of IUJ, Tuition fee (fall term)

[second year]
1 September 15, 2026: Living allowance (Oct-Dec) and Tuition fee (fall semester)

2 December 15, 2026: Living allowance (Jan-Mar)

*For students of IUJ, Tuition fee (winter term)

3 March 15, 2027: Living allowance (Apr-Jun) 
4 April 15, 2027: Tuition fee (spring semester)
5 June 15, 2027: Living allowance (July-Sep)
*Not applicable for IUJ students as they will graduate in June.

*If the above dates fall on Saturday, Sunday, or a public holiday, remittance will be 
made on the following day.
*Please contact us if you have any problems with the above schedule.

3. Procedures after receiving the scholarship
(1) When you receive the first remittance (Oct. 31, 2025):
Please confirm that the remitted amount has been credited to your bank account within two weeks of the remittance, and acknowledge the receipt through the foundation’s online system. There is no need to submit Form-2 “Update on the recent activities” for the first remittance. 
(For instructions on how to use the foundation system, please refer to the manual separately provided.)
(2) After receiving the tuition fees:
Please check your bank account and acknowledge your receipt by the system within 2 weeks of the remittance dates, and pay the fees to your university by the due dates.
(3) After receiving the living allowance:

Acknowledge your receipt of the scholarship by the system before the end of the month (or the following day if the due date falls on Saturday, Sunday or a public holiday).
When you send the above e-mail, please attach Form-2 “Update on the recent activities” in which you are requested to write about your recent research progress and daily life in Japan. 

*If you fail to acknowledge your receipt or submit Form-2, remittance of the next scholarship may be suspended.
[IV] Things Scholars Must Comply with
KMMF scholars must familiarize themselves with the following provisions and comply with them in good faith.
1. Completing the master's degree

As an official member of the graduate school, you must complete the master's degree within 2 years.
2. Making efforts to improve Japanese language proficiency
You must make an effort to acquire sufficient Japanese language skills to be able to interact actively with the Japanese people and society.
3. Attendance at official KMMF events
Attendance at official KMMF events is mandatory. The Foundation will announce the schedule of events several months in advance, so please be sure to keep your schedule open. 
*As for the schedule of KMMF official events, please refer [VI] KMMF Official Events & Reports Required to Submit below.
*Travel & accommodation fees to attend the official events will be reimbursed by the Foundation.
*If you are unable to attend due to unavoidable reasons, please submit Form-4 “Notice of Non-attendance of Official Events” signed or sealed by your supervisor prior to the event and obtain permission from the Foundation.
4. Notice of Temporary Leave from Japan
KMMF Scholars are permitted to be outside of Japan for up to 30 days per academic year for both personal and academic reasons respectively. However, they are not allowed to leave Japan without the prior consent of the Foundation.
(1) If you plan to leave Japan temporarily, you must obtain prior consent from the Foundation by submitting Form-8 “Notification of Temporary Leave from Japan” signed or sealed by your supervisor via the foundation’s online system at least one week in advance of your departure. 
(2) After coming back to Japan, send a scanned copy of your passport (the page with passport stamps) within 3 days after your return.

*If there is any change in the contents of Form 8, including the departure and return dates, please revise and resubmit it as soon as possible.
*Failure to obtain prior approval may result in the loss of your status as a KMMF Scholar.
*If you are leaving Japan for academic reasons, fill in the details of the academic conference or research activities including the purpose and the schedule in Form-8 or attach the reference materials.
*Cumulative days to stay outside Japan
KMMF Scholars are permitted to be outside of Japan for up to 30 days (including departure and return days) per academic year for both personal and academic reasons respectively. The cumulative days are counted within the period of an academic year starting from October 1 and ending in September 30. The number of days remaining at the end of the period will not be carried over to the following year.
The penalty in case you exceed the 30-day limit is as follows:
a) Temporary leave for personal reasons (for return home, travel, etc.) :
If you exceed the 30-day limit, you will lose your status as a KMMF scholar. However, if you leave Japan to attend your own wedding or the funeral of a first or second-degree relative, up to 7 days will be exempted.
*Included within the second-degree relatives are your parents, siblings, grandparents, children, and grandchildren.
b) Temporary leave for academic reasons (to attend an academic conference or for research):
If you exceed the 30-day limit, 4,000 yen per day will be reduced from the scholarship stipend.
*The days spent for personal purpose, even during the period of academic trips are counted as “a) private reasons.”
*You can divert days allocated for personal reasons to academic reasons. (But cannot vice versa).
*The Foundation may ask you to bring your passport at the meeting, etc. Please make　sure to report all your trips to outside of Japan correctly. 
5. Communication with the Foundation
KMMF Scholars are expected to maintain proper contact with the Foundation and to respond to any queries as soon as possible.
(1) Please acknowledge your receipt of the scholarship including the stipend, grants for tuition, transportation fees, etc. by the end of the month in which you receive it (or the following day if it falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or public holiday). (Cf. [III]-3)
(2) Please make sure that you maintain regular contact with the Foundation. The Foundation usually communicates by e-mail. Please check your e-mails at least a couple of times a week and respond promptly to any questions or requests from the Foundation. If no specific date is given for a response, please reply within two days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and public holidays).
6. Notifying the change in personal data
If there are any changes in your personal data, such as those listed below, please fill out Form-6 “Notification of Change in Personal Data” and submit it via the foundation’s online system.
1 Changes in your address, phone number, email address, etc.
2 Changes in your university attendance status (change in research laboratory or supervisor, study leave, withdrawal from the university, etc.)
3 Other major issues (illness, getting hospitalized, etc.)
*In case you need to give up the scholarship due to illness or withdrawal from your university, you must consult first with the Foundation, and submit Form-3 “Request to Decline the Scholarship” for approval.
7. Prohibition of part-time work
This scholarship is intended to provide international students with financial support to enable them to concentrate on their research activities at universities in Japan. Therefore, while you are receiving the scholarship, you may not engage in any work excluding Teaching Assistant (TA), Research Assistant (RA), and the internship. 
*If you plan to participate in a TA, RA, or internship program, please consult with the Foundation and submit Form-5 “Participation in TA/RA/Internship Program” via the foundation’s online system. 
*In principle, participation in long-term internships of more than two weeks’ duration for which compensation (excluding meals and travel expenses) is paid is not allowed.
8. Publication and release of information by the Foundation and production of a graduation document entitled "Two Years with KMMF Scholarship"
The Foundation will publish and release each scholars’ Name, Name of University, Major and Nationality in the “List of Alumni and Scholars” through media such as websites and documents. In addition, the Foundation will produce a graduation album entitled "Two Years with KMMF Scholarship," which will include presentation materials by KMMF scholars (with their name, university, major, plan after graduation, essay, and photos and snapshots), as well as the activities of the Foundation, and photos and snapshots of the scholars taken by the Foundation (The graduation album entitled "Two Years with KMMF Scholarship" will be distributed to the scholars who are eligible to graduate or complete the KMMF scholarship.)
9. Other
KMMF scholarship is intended to support study and research activities of the scholars in a master's degree course at a graduate school in Japan. Do not use the funds for any other purpose. Please make sure that you always maintain good behavior and manners and concentrate on your studies, keeping in mind the original purpose of the Foundation.
[V] Decrease, Temporary Cessation or Revocation of Right to Receive Scholarship Funds
If the Foundation ascertains that a scholar is in one of the following situations, it may temporarily cease the scholarship funds or revoke the right to receive them by issuing Form7 “Notice of Termination / Reduction of Scholarship Payment.” It may also request repayment of all or a portion of the scholarship funds, as well as the grants for entrance fees and tuition fees. In the case of repayment, its procedure will be determined upon consultation between the scholar, the university, and the Foundation.
1 Actual or assumed failure to abide by [IV] Things Scholars must comply with
2 Untrue or false statements in the documents submitted to the Foundation (including application forms)
3 Violation of submitted oath of commitment
4 Failure to comply with the Foundation instructions without reasonable cause
　　 (The Foundation will take into consideration the absence from KMMF official events, achievement presentation meeting, and ceremony without justifiable reason, delays in submitting documents, and inaccurate descriptions in documents.)
5 Engaging in actions or circumstances unbecoming a KMMF Scholar
*There will be no subsequent compensation for scholarship payments not received during the temporary cessation. The scholarship period will not be extended to make up for the period of cessation.
[VI] KMMF Official Events
The schedule for the official events and submission of the reports are as follows:
[first year and second year]
1 Fall Seminar (overnight)                           December (Sat-Sun)
2 Spring Seminar (overnight)                       May (Sat-Sun)
[second year]
1 Submitting presentation material for the Achievement Ceremony         June/July

2 Achievement Ceremony (Osaka, overnight) 
 Beginning of the September
*Other than the above, submission of Form 2 is required. (Cf. [III]-2)
*The schedule and content of the events / reports are still under consideration and

subject to change. Final schedule and details will be informed later.
 [VII] Other
( Contact information
K. MATSUSHITA FOUNDATION    KYOTO Office
Address

: 2nd floor, PHP Building, 11 Kitanouchi-cho, Nishikujo, 



 Minami-ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto 601-8411
Tel

: +81-75-661-8811
E-mail

: kmf.intl-student@mskj.or.jp
Homepage
: https://matsushita-konosuke-zaidan.or.jp/

【Attachments】Submission forms 
No. 
Format Name
Form-1 　“KMMF Scholarship Remittance Request Form”
Form-2     “Update on the recent activities”
Form-3     “Request to Decline the Scholarship”
Form-4     “Request for Non-attendance to KMMF Official Events”
Form-5     “Participation in TA / RA / Internship Program
Form-6     “Notification of Change in Personal Data”
Form-8     “Notification of Temporary leave from Japan”
Please be sure to send the original documents of Form-1 "KMMF Scholarship Remittance Request Form" and Form-6 "Notification of Change in Personal Data" using a secure method (either through a file transfer service or via the foundation’s online system), as they include personal information. 
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