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Joint Guarantee When Contracting a Private Apartment

To all international students who are planning to leave their dormitory

1. Joining the "Sumuraku Plan"
Tohoku University strongly recommends that international students who rent private
apartments sign up for the Tohoku University Co-op's rental tenant service, "Sumuraku Plan."
When renting an apartment in Japan, you need someone to act as a guarantor. A guarantor is
someone who will pay the rent for you if you are unable to pay it. In recent years, the number of
people who can act as guarantors has decreased, so it has become common to use a guarantor
company instead.
The Sumuraku Plan not only offers a rent guarantee but also provides a 24-hour multilingual
call center service that you can contact if you encounter any problems while renting the
apartment, allowing you to live with peace of mind.
Faculty and staff members of Tohoku University cannot act as guarantors or deal with any
problems that may arise while residing in an apartment.
When applying for an apartment at a real estate agency, tell the agent that you would like to use

the Sumuraku Plan.

2. Changing the Inbound Futai-Gakuso Insurance Type
The Sumuraku Plan does not include renter's liability insurance. Renter’s liability insurance
covers you if you cause damage to the apartment building due to fire or other reasons, and your
landlord will require compensation coverage of at least 10 million yen.
You can reduce the cost of renting an apartment by adding the renter's liability insurance to the
Inbound Futai-Gakuso insurance you already have, so please check the current coverage and
apply to change the amount of coverage for your renter's liability insurance to 10 million yen.
The procedure takes approximately one month. You will need your revised membership card

when signing an apartment lease, so please start the process well in advance.

3. Video Tutorials

Apartment contracts in Japan have unique customs and procedures, so international students
signing an apartment contract for the first time should be sure to watch the videos below.
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