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John Stuart Mill lived under the impact of two stars, Bentham and Coleridge. As he
described it, both were ldoking for solid foundations, but one was looking for this in the
reduction of every complicated human feeling to its elementary moments while the other
looked for it in the striving for spiritual meaning. The first was utterly utilitarian and honest
in trying to reduce all aspects of life to pleasure and pain, while the other was romantic to the
bone. ' |

John Stuart Mill started off on his road to investigate human nature armed with the notions
of empiricism and comprehensive utilitarianism. The taken-for- granted model of the mind
for him was utilitarianism. The concept of utilitarianism was introduced by Jeremy Bentham
- (1789/1948), who presumed that people are rational and selfish "economic men.” His aim
was to describe human nature with as few parameters as possible; In our heads, there are
ideas, which combine with each other in obeying a small number of associative laws. The
father of Mill, James Mill (1829/1967), even insisted that there was but a single law of °
association, which is contignity. According to utilitarian thinking, human motivational forces
are kept in motion by a small number of tendencies; these are the pursuit of happiness and
the avoidance of pain. Values are created by the association of ideas and representations with
this small number of basic tendencies. Thus, social life and our entire complicated social
structui‘elare a result of the contingent connectio'n of these tendencies, much the same way as
money gets its value: through satisfying our basic needs. Accordingly, the entire -social
 structure is going to be conceived of as an associative construct, as a secondary alignment of
originally separated individual entities.

This approach had a certain moral undertone as well. [ The utilitarian human being,
stripped of all considerations based on an outdated moral authority, would merely follow the
calls of interest. ‘Therefore the aim of ‘moral analysis would not be to condemn these
tendencies in humans. Rather, our aim would Be to build a society without illusions, which
would comply with these principles. Unnecessary human suffering is a result of not
observing the general laws of human nature. Thus, a social structure based merely on interest
seems to be immoral for old-style moralists but indeed, it is the one that reduces overall

suffering; therefore, it is moral for the new school.]



Nature has placed humanity under the governance of two soveréign masteré, pain and
pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought fo do, as well as to determine
what we shall do. The principle of utility recognizes this subjection and assumes it for

~ the foundations of that system, the object of which is to rear the fabric of felicity by the
hands of reason and of law. Systems which attempt to question it deal in sounds instead

of sense, in caprice instead of reason, in darkness instead of light. (Bantram',,pp. 1-2)

[ John Start Mill recognized that utilitarian thinking with its reduction of human -
motivation to a few principles seemed to be right when considering its aﬂversaries, those
contemporary systems that operated using speculative internal forces and moral feelings or
other intangible entities to explain the compléxities of human motivation. Yet he also
realized that human mental life does have aspects that simply do not operate in the usual
distributive way.

In this conceptual transformation, the young Mill undeniably had a personal inspiration.
‘As he described vividly in his autobiography, he was touched by romantic love himself. But
a few newly discovered ideas also played a ]:‘016 in his change of mind: in particular, romantic

poetry and humanistic philosophy.] 2



