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Now, we can juxtapose the facts of argument structure with the logic of the learning problem.
The acquisition of the syntactic properties of verbs is one of the clearest cases in which (the
no-negative-evidence problem arises. Though Georgia Green (1974; pp.3, 199) first pointed
out a learning paradox based on it, C. Lee. Baker (1979) discussed it in a larger context that
drew more attention. Consider a child hearing sentence pairs such as those in (1) and
forming the associated argument structures.

(1 John gave a dish to Sam.
give! NP1 ____ NP2 to—NPs
John gave Sam a dish.
give: NP1 NP3 NP2
John passed the salami to Fred.
pass: NP1 __ NP2 to~NPs
John passed Fred the salami.
pass: NP1 __ NP3 NPs
John told a joke to Mary.
tell: NP1 ___ NP2 to—NPs
John told Mary a joke.
tell: NP; _ NP3 NP:

It would seem to be a reasonable generalization that any verb with the NP1 ___ NP:
to—NPs argument structure (prepositional dative) could also have a NP1 ___ NP: NP;
argument structure (double-object dative). This generalization could be captured in, say, a
lexical rule such as that in (2), which would allow the child to create a double-object dative
corresponding to any prepositional one for some new verb (e.g. send), even if he or she had
never heard the verb in the double-object form,

@) NP; ___ NP;to—NP: — NP; NP3 NP,

The problem is that not all the verbs with the prepositional argument structure dativize
(that is, appear in both versions of the alternation), as (8) shows.

3 John donated a painting to the museum.
*John donated the museum a painting.
John reported the accident to the police.
*John reported the police the accident.

But the child has no way of knowing this, given the nonavailability of negative evidence.
The fact that he or she hasn't heard the ungrammatical sentences in (3) could simply reflect
adults’ never having had an opportunity to utter them in the child’s presence (after all, there
are an infinite number of grammatical sentences the child will never hear). ) Therefore, the
child should speak ungrammatically all his life — or more accurately, the language should
change in a single generation so that exceptional verbs such as those in (3) would become
regular.

1 will call this learning problem “Baker’s paradox.” It has attracted a great deal of
attention among language acquisition researchers. In Pinker (1984) I considered several
other lexicosyntactic alternations where the combination of widespread generalization and
lexical exceptions creates the same learnability problem. Among them are the passive,
shown in (4), the lexical causative alternation, in (5), and the locative alternation, in (6),
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(@ John touched Fred.
Fred was touched by John, (also Ait see, like, kick, etc.)
John resembled Fred.
© *Fred was yesembled by John.
(5) The ball rolled.
John rolled the ball, (also skde, melt, bounce, open, close, etc.)
The baby cried.
*John cried the baby.
® Irv loaded eggs into the basket.
Irv loaded the basket with eggs. (also spray cram, splash, stuff etc.)
Irv poured water into the glass.
*Trv poured the glass with water.

Three aspects of the problem give it its sense of paradox. First is the lack of negative
evidence: if children could count on being corrected or on being given some other signal for
every ungrammatical utterance they made, then simply saying something like 7 am
resembled by Seth and attending to the resulting feedback would suffice to expunge the
passive lexical entry for resemble. Second, productivity: mif children simply stuck with the
argument structures that were exemplified in parental speech. never forming a productive
rule such as that in (2), then they would never make errors to begin with and hence would
have no need to figure out how to avoid or expunge them. Third, arbitrariness: the fact that
near-synonyms have different kinds of argument structures, such as give and donate, or

- load and pour, or own {which passivizes) and Aave (which does not), or move (which occurs in
a lexical causative) and go (which does not) means that the child cannot use some simple
semantic guideline indicating where productive rules can be applied and where they are
blocked. But in combination these three factors make acquisition of argument structure
alternations in the verb lexicon impossible to explain. ®IZD7%E®H, THFETITEBIN TS
D37 Py 7 RACEWTDREBR. AL 3 ODEENS LD 12 EETBELTETY

Do

(484 : Pinker, Steven (1989) Learnability and Cognition' The Acquisition of Argument
Structurs, MIT Press)
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Some headlines are hailing her as the bravest woman in Mexico. Marisol Valles Garcia, *ail of 20

years old, says (ashe's just tired of everyone being afraid.

@ Yalles Garcia, a criminology stdent, became the police chief this week of Praxedis G. Guerrero. one

of the most violent municipatities in the border state of Chihuahua. She was the only person who accepted
the top job in a police force whose officers have been abducted and even killed.

"Yes, there is fear,” Valies Garcia said Wednesday in an interview with CNN en Espafiol. "It's like afl
human beings. There will always be fear, but what we want to achieve in our municipality is tranquility
and security.” |
There's good reason for the fear. Just this past weekend, a 59-year-old local mayor, Rito Grado Serrano,
and (c)his 37-year-old son, Rogoberto Grado Villa, were killed in a house in which they were hiding pjin
nearby Ciudad Juarez. Another area mayor was killed in June.

Juarez is the bloodiest city in Mexico, @with a reported 2.500 people killed in drug violence this year.
Praxedis G. Guerrero is located about 35 miles southeast of Cindad Juarez. Both aré in the state of
Chthuahua, which borders Texas.

Nationwide, the federal government says, more than 28,000 people have lost their lives since Mexican
President Felipe Calderon declared war on the drug cartels after taking office in December 2006,

Valles Garcia sees a non-violent role for her 13-member _force, which will be mostly fernale and

unarmed.

"The weapons we have are principles and values, which are the best weapons for prevention," she told
CNN en Espaiiol. "Our work will be pure prevention. We are not going to be doing anything else other
than prevention." |

Valles Garcia said she aims to establish programs in neighborhoods and schools, to win back secarity
in public spaces and to foster greater cooperation among neighbors so they can form watch committees.

@She has recruited three other women to join the force in the small municipality of 8,500 people, the

eovernment-run Notimex news agency said this week.

Valles Garcia said Wednesday she gladly accepted when Mayor Jose Luis Guetrero offered her the job.
The first couple of days have gone smoothly, she said.

"Truthfully, we have been very tranquil," she said. "The people have received us very well. They have
even supported us. They say it's a great project and they will be with us 100 percent."

anStill, the notion of a largely female police force being *helmed by 3 woman =- and 2 young one at

that -- does not seem to sit well with some people in a country that still retains vestices of *machismo.
"Are there no men in Chihuahua?" gread a headline on a blog on the Periodista Digital website.
But Valles Garcia believes what the job may need is a woman's touch. ‘
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"We are simply going to talk with them, with the people, with the families, giving them confidence so
they will quit being afraid, so they can leave their houses," she told CNN en Espafiol.

"We have hope that we are going to exchange fear for tranquility and security.”
¥ : *allof #FHF. *helm FEEED, *machisme B & L TOHEHER

(H48L : hetp://articles.cnn.com/2010-10-20/world/mexico. female. police.chief 1 police-force-
cindad=juarez-municipality? s=PM:WORLD)
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We can get more valuable life through learning English. First of all, English is
essential for study in university. Now the various books of the world, such as textbooks,
treatises, reference books, and so on. You should study English in order to use these books
perfectly. Because you may have to do a paper in English. In addition, English is used by
many people all over the world as a common language. If you can speak English a litile,
traveling abroad gets closer to you. The more you study English, the more you communicate
your ideas fluently with foreigners, Visiting in many countries, you can know various
cultures and get wider view. You can make a better choice among so many jobs. If you get

good scores in qualification exams, for example, TOEIC, it operates to your advantage in job

hunting, Thus, learning English brings us many merits.
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Some conversations, particularly those about delicate subjects, remind me of
scenes from the nature programs my kids watch: A small bird is sitting in a nest
on the ground. As a predator ¥ approaches, she pretends to have a broken wing
and goes away, leading the predator away from her young. Or the male frog
makes his brightly colored throat swell to four times its normal size to reveal his
irresistible charms to an available female, this attracting her to him. —

There are many parallels between how people interact and the dynamics that
occur in the animal world. (®\We humans distract and lure, as all creatures do.
We lead others away from subjects we want to avoid, or pull them in the
direction we want them to go. We accomplish this by using a stock of
communication techniques developed for the sake of social survival: words and
tone, actions, and even silence., Some are instinctive; others are conscious
maneuvers,

@As helpful as it is to know how to ask questions and listen to answers, not all
questions are welcome and not all answers are plain enough. We often tackle
subjects that are unpleasant, humiliating, and even threatening. We steer
conversations away from topics that would reveal our weakness or mistakes and
usually try to avoid embarrassing others. We're socialized not to boast openly or
lie. And most of us try very hard to respect those and other similar rules,

If we dom’t want to admit our shortcomings, openly boast our
accomplishments, or Lie about our mistakes, how do we handle situations in
which we need or want to do just that? We rely on our stockpile of verbal and
behavioral maneuvers.

In this chapter you'll learn to recognize and interpret these maneuvers. The
topics discussed there range from manipulative answers and other fairly
straightforward verbal traits to typical conversational detours and more
complex habits. Like all other traits and behaviors, these conversational
maneuvers should always be viewed alongside other characteristics as you try to
establish a pattern.

* Sk *

When I realize someone may be trying to direct or control a conversation, I
always ask myself what he's trying to accomplish. By examining a person’s
behavior in the context of the broader conversation, I can usually identify his
objective. When it isn’t clear from my observations alone, a few questions will
generally bring the answer to the surface.

Even if there is no apparent reason for a person to manipulate a conversation,
just the fact that he communicates in a particular way—volunteering
information about himself, bragging, criticizing, or whatever—may have

2
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implications about his personality. If someone drops names ® for a specific
reason, for example, it may not say much about his character. But if he routinely
name-drops, .even when the name has little to do with the topic at hand, that
points to insecurity, a need for acceptance, and a desire to call attention to
himself. '

People fry to manipulate conversations for many different reasons both
positive (to avoid embarrassing or hurting another person) and negative (to
cover up a lie, to trick someone, or to pull someone into an argument). When you
notice that someone is attempting to steer a discussion, ask: What does he have
to gain? Does his behavior reflect an attempt to achieve a specific goal, for
instance to gather facts or protect someone’s privacy? Or does his maneuvering
indicate low self-esteem or a need for attention? Pursue the conversation until
you're fairly certain of the answer. You may have to watch and listen closely to
spot some maneuvers; they may come and go quickly. Other techniques are easy
to see, but their motivation is not as obvious. Whichever is the case, try to
identify both the method and the motive. Once you do, you will gain tremendous
insight into a person’s character.

--Jo-Ellann Dimitrings and Mark Mazzaxella, Reading People, Ballantine Books, New York
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